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A DETAILED OVERVIEW

The need for mutual electronic access to primary sources of the law of all nations has never been greater or more immediate.  The Law Library of Congress and a group of similarly interested legislative information centers from around the world have joined to share their expertise to make the response to this need a reality.


The Global Legal Information Network, known as GLIN, is a cooperative, not-for-profit federation of government agencies or their designees that contribute national legal information to the GLIN database.  The database contains statutes, regulations and related legal materials that originate from countries in the Americas, Europe, Africa and Asia.  The data are stored in a server at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. and all participating GLIN member nations access this information via the Internet.  A distributed network is envisioned and the database will reside on servers in other member nations as well as the Law Library of Congress.  While numerous national and regional legal databases have been developed by organizations other than GLIN, these databases serve primarily local uses, whereas GLIN is designed to enable international access and comparative legal research based on a common search method.


The Global Legal Information Network Foundation, known as The GLIN Foundation, has been established to support the world wide growth of the Network and to support its needs in terms of training, technical requirements and upgrades over time. Details of the GLIN Foundation can be found at www.glinfoundation.org .

After training, the national GLIN stations are expected to be fully capable of capturing, processing and distributing legal information in electronic format.  This information may include statutes, constitutions and codes, regulations and selected ordinances, judicial decisions, scholarly writings and legislative debates.  Original-source material is required to ensure authenticity and reliability.  Consequently, these texts are available to authorized users in their official language versions.  Summaries and subject terms, taken from the GLIN thesaurus, are offered as search tools in English, and work is in progress to add the same in the vernacular of member nations.


The standards for selecting the texts, analyzing them, producing summaries, assigning index terms, and the testing and selection of applicable hardware and software have been developed originally as an international initiative and contribution of the Law Library of Congress.   Agencies and institutions including NASA, the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank have provided support for various aspects of the project.  GLIN member stations are encouraged to participate in further research and development activities.


GLIN is interested in enlisting new partners for the network and welcomes inquiries at the address given below.

Global Legal Information Network (GLIN)
Law Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., USA  20540-3000

Tel: 202/707-5065   Fax: 202/707-1820   E-mail: glincen@loc.gov
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